SIR JOHN RERKSBY.
201
attaining it are so uncertain, and the parties concerned (to use no harsher term.) so wonderful, the incomparable mixture of hot and cold, kind and jealous, so very extraordinary, and to me so extremely discouraging, I (who seldom have thought anything an equal price for a difficulty) cannot allow myself to pursue it any further,' &c.
I now began to be sensible that though there were few in the West Elding that applied themselves to the doing of the business of the county, either as the dcpuly-lieutenant or justice of the peace, with more diligence than myself, it was hard lor one to give the same satisfaction, now that I had so great a mark of the King's favour as the government of York, as heretofore. My superiors were secretly displeased that I had got that which they thought they deserved before me ; my equals were so too that I had got before them by having the honour of that command, and both were jealous that whatever business was done where1, I was present would be rather attributed to my conduct, than theirs ; and my inferiors (especially those that were not friends to the Court) were jealous, though I acted with the same integrity between the King and the country, that 1 too much inclined to that interest. At the same time, I had intimation from a privy councillor above that the Court was jealous that I too much adhered to the interest of the country in some matters of the King's revenue, which were judicially brought before1, me ; and I was chidden, softly by my Lord Halifax in a letter for the name thing. So that, finding it very difficult to steer an oven course1, amongst so many several and different persona and interests, I resolved first to keep the honour of my employment and the good opinion of my master and friends above (both for ray own advantage, and that of others that sought to me) as long as I justly and honestly could ; and at the same lime to do country business, but only defensively, and as it was brought to me according f.o my